
Worship of the Almighty God is at the heart of St George’s Cathedral. Daily this

offering is made for the Church and the world and for every person who comes

to rest in this sacred space. The very nature of our architecture serves to draw us

out of ourselves, to enlarge our vision and inspire us to greater heights.

This purpose is also expressed in the music we offer – we remind ourselves that

‘the one who sings prays twice.’ The central act of worship is the Eucharist which

has and continues to inspire composers to use their gifts to enrich all that we are

and offer to God. St George’s Cathedral also continues the wonderful Anglican

tradition of Sung Evensong each Sunday evening. Whether in the Eucharist or

Evensong the Cathedral depends on dedicated singers, choristers and musicians.

Given Cape Town’s prominent role in various events in 2010, we depend,

particularly, upon the generosity of those who care about our music and are

enthusiastic about our offering to the people and visitors to our city. Your generous

financial support for our Music Programme allows for the continuing enrichment

of the life of the city, as well as, providing opportunities to develop young talent.

Whatever contribution you are able to make, know that it is profoundly appreciated.

May God bless you through your generosity as we are blessed through you. Your

gracious response supports us in the work of healing and transformation of our

nation, and enables a celebration of God’s resources which have been entrusted

to us.

May God bless you abundantly in 2010.

Sincerely

The Very Revd Rowan Q Smith

Dean of Cape Town

CATHEDRAL

MUSIC AT
ST GEORGE’S

AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN A TRADITION OF MUSIC-MAKING

Join one of the Cathedral Choirs

CATHEDRAL MORNING CHOIR
sings at the 10h00 Cathedral Eucharist
joins the University Cathedral Singers for Festival Services
– Rehearsals at 09h15 on Sundays

CATHEDRAL EVENSONG CHOIR
sings at Evensong every Sunday
– Rehearsals 18h45 – 19h45 every Thursday

UNIVERSITY CATHEDRAL SINGERS
a community chorus
sings most of the month-end Sung Eucharists, Festival Services, occasionally at Evensong
– Rehearsals 18h00 – 19h30 every Tuesday

SUPPORT THE CATHEDRAL MUSIC PROGRAMME

Without the generous contributions of those who support the Cathedral’s music programme, we
would not be able to offer this well-received ministry of music to the people of Cape Town as well
as to visitors to our beautiful city and historic Cathedral.

It costs R 450,000.00 to fund the music programme each year.

R 46,000.00 supports the Cathedral Choristers who sing at Evensong.

R 80,000.00 covers the cost of the month-end Sung Eucharists.

BECOME A FRIEND OF CATHEDRAL MUSIC

Your efforts will help to ensure that the Cathedral continues to make its unique offering of music
to the people of our City.

You can contribute

R 600.00 – the average cost of one orchestral player at one service

R 1000.00 – to support the selection of a first-class soloist

R 10,000.00 – which is the approximate cost of an orchestral mass

You are invited to fund an orchestral Eucharist in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for
a particular blessing or event. Please contact the Canon Precentor to discuss this possibility.

www.stgeorgescathedral.com

For more information about the music programme
and to become a Friend of Cathedral Music, please contact:

David Orr, Cathedral Director of Music

St George’s Cathedral

5 Wale Street, Cape Town, 8001

Tel: 021 424 7360, Fax: 021 424 9772

E-mail: music@sgcathedral.co.za

MESSAGE FROM
THE DEAN

OF ST GEORGE’S
CATHEDRAL



JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL cont’d MAY JUNE

Sunday, 3rd
10h00
Sunday of the
Epiphany: Arrival
of the Three Kings
Festival Eucharist of
the Epiphany
with the
Chorgemeinschaft
Dörnbach from
Austria

Thursday, 7th
19h30
Concert
Choir of the Chapel
Royal in the Tower of
London – St. Peter ad
Vincula – in concert
with the Pro Cantu
Youth Choir

Sunday, 24th
19h00
Evensong
Visiting choir from
Luther College, USA,
Timothy Layne-Peter,
Director, sing with
the Cathedral
Evensong Choir

9 and 16 February
18h00
University
Cathedral Singers
Auditions
South African College
of Music (UCT)

Wednesday, 17th
17h30
Ash Wednesday
Solemn Sung
Eucharist
Mass of the Quiet
Hour
George Oldroyd – for
choir and organ
University Cathedral
Singers

The English organist and
composer, Dr. George
Oldroyd (1887 – 1956),
composed numerous
settings of the mass but
is remembered today
ostensibly for his Mass
of the Quiet Hour
(1928), whose swooping
melodies and lush
harmonies are
reminiscent of the Palm
Court style of the day.

Sunday, 28th
10h00
Second Sunday in
Lent
Solemn Sung
Eucharist
Edinburgh Mass
Gabriel Jackson –
a capella
Pro Cantu Youth
Choir
Leon Starker, Director

Gabriel Jackson
(b. 1962) was
commissioned to
compose the
Edinburgh Mass by the
Very Revd. Graham
Forbes, Provost of St
Mary’s Episcopal
Cathedral, Edinburgh,
and the work was first
performed by Matthew
Owens and the
Cathedral Choir on
St Cecilia’s Day 2001.
Likened to the mass by
Poulenc, the Edinburgh
Mass is a powerful a
capella work, containing
many contrasts of mood
and texture.

Sunday, 28th
10h00
Palm Sunday:
Sunday of the
Passion
Palm Sunday
Procession and
Liturgy of the Day
Mass of Light
Alan Wilson – for
choir and organ
Cathedral Choirs
David Orr, Director
Mark Mitchell, Organ

The Mass of Light is
the largest of four
Communion settings by
Alan Wilson (b. 1947).
As a composer, Wilson
is influenced by early
baroque music and also
by contemporary
popular and folk idioms,
while remaining closely
linked to the Anglican
choral tradition.

19h00
Words and Music
for Palm Sunday
Vocal and
instrumental music
offered with readings
for the Holy Week

Friday, 2nd
12 noon
Good Friday: Three
Hour Devotion
Meditations on The
Seven Words from
the Cross with hymns
and instrumental
music

Saturday, 3rd
22h00
Great Vigil of Easter
The Archbishop
presides and preaches
at the Solemn Liturgy
of the Day

Sunday, 4th
10h00
Easter Day: The
Festival of the
Resurrection
Festival Eucharist of
Easter Day
Nelson Mass
Joseph Haydn – for
choir, soloists and
orchestra
University Cathedral
Singers

Haydn wrote thirteen
Masses. This is the
composer’s ninth mass.
Written in D minor, it is
subtitled Missa in
Angustiis – Mass for
Troubled Times and was
composed in 1898. It
quickly acquired the
nickname, Nelson-
messe, possibly due to
Admiral Lord Nelson’s
victory at Aboukir Bay in
the same year. It is a
powerful and brooding
work which is scored for
choir, four soloists,
strings, trumpets and
timpani. The work is
considered to be
amongst the finest of
the composer’s
contributions to the
choral genre.

Sunday, 25th
10h00
Fourth Sunday of
Easter
Solemn Sung
Eucharist on the
occasion of the
Dean’s Farewell
Mass of Light
Alan Wilson – for
choir and organ
University Cathedral
Singers and Cathedral
Choristers
Organ, Brass and
Timpani accompany
the hymns

Sunday, 23rd
10h00
Day of Pentecost:
Whitsunday
Solemn Sung
Eucharist
Little Jazz Mass
Bob Chilcott – for
choir, jazz piano, bass
and drums
University Cathedral
Singers

Described in The
Observer as ‘a
contemporary hero of
British choral music,’
Bob Chilcott has been
involved in choral music
for most of his life –
initially as a chorister,
and later as a choral
scholar at King’s
College, Cambridge. For
twelve years he was also
a member of the vocal
group, “The King’s
Singers”. The Little Jazz
Mass is a highly
effective setting of the
Latin Missa Brevis in
which Chilcott’s Jazz
influences come to the
fore. The voices are
supported by a jazzy
piano accompaniment,
with bass

Thursday, 3rd
17h30
Corpus Christi
Solemn Sung
Eucharist
Mass for Four
Voices
William Byrd –
a capella

William Byrd (1543 –
1623) wrote a number
of Masses for a differing
number of voice parts.
Not much is known
about the composer,
other than that his
musical reputation is
thought to have been
what saved him, as a
Roman Catholic, living
in Britain during a time
of anti-Papism.

Sunday, 6th
19h00
Tenth Sunday of
the Year
Hymn Festival with
Induction of
Choristers
Cathedral Choirs and
invited choirs
Organ, brass and
timpani

Sunday, 13th
19h00
Eleventh Sunday of
the Year
Evensong
Choir of Christ
Church, Constantia
sing Evensong
Andrew-John Bethke,
Director

Sunday, 20th
19h00
Twelfth Sunday of
the Year
Choir of St Nicolas,
Matroosfontein sing
Evensong
Emile Wyngaard,
Director

Sunday, 27th
19h00
Thirteenth Sunday
of the Year
Choir of St Saviour’s,
Claremont sing
Evensong
Marc Murray,
Director
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Sunday, 25th
10h00
Seventeenth
Sunday of the Year
Solemn Sung
Eucharist
True Voices sing a
Renaissance setting
of the Mass.
Patrick Cordery,
Director

Sunday, 29th
10h00
Twenty Second
Sunday of the Year
Solemn Sung
Eucharist
Missa Brevis in D,
Op 63
Benjamin Britten – for
choir and organ
Herschel Chorale
Margaret Barlow,
Director
David Orr, Organ

The Missa Brevis is a
setting of the Mass
composed by Benjamin
Britten on Trinity
Sunday, 1959. It was
first performed at
London’s Roman
Catholic Westminster
Cathedral on 22 July of
the same year. The piece
is set for three-part
treble chorus and organ.
It was Britten’s first
published setting of the
Mass.

Sunday, 12th
10h00
Twenty Fourth
Sunday of the Year
Cathedral Eucharist
Visiting choir from
Emmanuel College,
Cambridge
Jonathan Griffiths,
Director

19h00
Emmanuel College
Choir sing Evensong

Sunday, 26th
10h00
St Michael and all
Angels: Twenty
Fourth Sunday of
the Year
Solemn Sung
Eucharist
Missa Secunda
Hans Leo Hassler
University Cathedral
Singers

The organist and
composer, Hans Leo
Hassler (1562 – 1612),
studied in Venice with
Andrea Gabrieli. He
composed a significant
number of choral works
which include various
settings of the Mass.

Sunday, 17th
19h00
Twenty Ninth
Sunday of the Year
Hymn Festival
Cathedral Choirs and
invited choirs
Organ, Brass and
Timpani
David Orr, Director

Sunday, 31st
19h00
All Saints Sunday
Solemn Sung
Requiem for All the
Faithful Departed
Requiem
John Rutter – for
choir, soprano soloist,
cello, oboe and organ
Rondebosch and
Rustenburg Chamber
Choirs
University Cathedral
Singers
David Orr, Director
Mark Mitchell, Organ

John Rutter completed
his Requiem in 1985. It
is a lyrical and listener-
friendly work
accompanied by organ,
cello and oboe. Most of
the text is taken from
the traditional Latin
Requiem Mass and from
the Book of Common
Prayer, but additional
texts are also included.

Sunday, 28th
17h00
First Sunday in
Advent
Advent Lessons
and Carols
Cathedral Choirs

Friday, 24th
17h30
Christmas Eve
Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols
Cathedral Choirs

Saturday, 25th
10h00
Christmas Day
Festival Eucharist of
Christmas Day
Missa Brevis Sancti
Johannis de Deo
No.7 in B flat
Little Organ Mass –
Joseph Haydn – for
choir, soprano soloist,
string orchestra and
organ
Cathedral choirs

This work dates from
1775. It is subtitled
The Little Organ Mass
and is scored for four-
part choir, soprano
soloist, strings and solo
organ.

MUSIC IN THE CATHEDRAL 2010
year planner

APRIL

Thursday, 1st
18h00
Maundy Thursday
Liturgy of the Day
– with Footwashing,
Stripping of the Altar
and the Watch of the
Passion

Friday, 2nd
09h00
Good Friday
Solemn Sung
Liturgy of the Day,
set to music by
Tommasso da Vitoria.
The music includes
the traditional
plainchant setting of
the Passion according
to the Gospel of
St John and the
Reproaches – after
Tommaso Ludovico
da Vittoria.
True Voices
Patrick Cordery,
Director

Choral Evensong is sung at 19h00 by the Evensong Choir and the
Cathedral Choristers every Sunday evening during term times.


